
     Although my priority is always 
the people of the congregation I 
serve, I always made it a priority to 
be involved in the larger commu-
nity.  Of all the ways I do this, I 
find that involvement in clergy 
organizations one of the more 
rewarding experiences.  Participat-
ing in such groups allows me 
greater viability in the community 
while getting to know local pas-
tors, with whom I build relation-
ships and friendships, and since I 
am always the lone Episcopalian in 
any such gathering, this allows me 
to benefit from ecumenical dia-
logue. 

     Newberry is particularly blessed 
with such opportunities to repre-
sent St Lukeõs.  As your represen-
tative I am involved in three such 
groups and over the next few 
newsletters I will share something 
about each with you. 

    Of the three, Interfaith Com-
munity Services is the one dedi-
cated specifically to making a dif-

ference in the lives of those most 
in need in Newberry. Serving all of 
Newberry County, IFCS member-
ship is not limited to clergy.  Lay 
representatives are also involved in 
our meetings and ministries.  The 
late David Turpin was elected to 
the board of this organization and 
Linda is completing his unexpired 
term.  Fran Hatch has just been 
nominated to the board and I am 
the current vice- president, soon 
to be president. 

Interfaith does more than I can 
enumerate in this rambling.  The 
organization takes seriously the 
words of Matthew 25- providing 
food, heating assistance, and other 
basic needs to those in economic 
crisis.  Financial contributions 
from member churches help pro-
vide these services. Pastors of local 
congregations volunteer to pro-
vide the following: volunteer chap-
laincy at NHS, weekly sermons for 
the Observer, morning devotions 
for WKDK, Sunday worship at 
White Oak and Hawkins Retire-
ment Home, counseling for those 

in the local prison and those in 
addiction treatment.  Just consider 
the value of the volunteer hours!  
Our community would be far 
poorer without IFCS! 

I want to thank you for allowing 

me to be involved in an organiza-

tion that makes the Good News 

real in the place we live!  I pray 

that my involvement will reflect 

positively on our parish!    

     The Episcopal Diocese of 

Upper SC ôs monthly publica-

tion Crosswalk is available free 

of charge.   Those not pres-

ently receiving the newsletter 

through the mail may sign up 

at this following address: 

http://www.edusc.org/.  Go 

to the Communications Link 

and use the online sign up. 

     If you do not have online 

access, give your address to 

Susan and she will sign you 

up.  Crosswalk is one of two 

diocesan publications.   

   The otherñe~eduscñis an 

electronic newsletter and is 

accessed from the diocesan 

website.  Follow  the  link at 

http://www.edusc.org/.   

Rectorõs Ramblings: Interfaith Services 
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      The new usher 

schedule is under con-

struction. Anyone who 

is willing to serve 

should let Charles 

Poole know.  

    Those volunteers 

who were on the old 

usher schedule need to 

re-enlist.  

Charles' email is 

cpoole3@bellsouth.n

et.  

   Please remember to 

mark your òusher dayó 

on your calendar.  

When ushers do not 

appear on the date they 

signed up for, it causes 

a bit of  a disruption 

and a scramble to draft 

substitute ushers at the 

last minute. 

   So please, see  

Charles if  you want to 

serve as an usher .  

Those on the old usher 

list, please remember to 

see Charles to re-enlist. 

Attention Ushersñre-enlistment time! 

    Ginger Phipps and 

Susan Harrison of-

fered a bit of  comic 

relief  by portraying 

sweepers for hire at 

the January 24th coffee 

hour. 

   

Coffee Hour Fun 
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Haiti Relief  Agencies  

Beginning at 6:15, we will 
eat and fellowship to-
gether.   Following dinner 
there will be a brief video 
presentation and discussion 
time. 

Again, we need volunteers 
to cook the soup, set up 
and clean! 

You guessed it- a signup 
sheet is in the Parish Hall. 

This year we are all invited 
to Jerusalem for Lent.  The 
video presentation is Date-
line-Jerusalem.  The 
events of Holy Week are 
presented in a fast paced  

contemporary news report 
format which brings  them 
alive.  This is a child  

 

friendly program and I 
promise you will not be 
bored!  Please invite family 
and friends to join us as we 
gather round the table and 
experience what it means to 
be a part of the family of St 
Lukeõs.   

Blessings, Elizabeth+ 

Lenten Program An-
nounced:                       

Calling all cooks and 
cleaners! 

Shrove Tuesday is around 
the corner- Feb. 16th, to be 
exact. Pancakes will be 
served from  5:30 until 7:00.  
We need cooks and 
cleaners!  A signup sheet is 
in the Parish Hall. 

Our Lenten Discipline will 
begin the next day with the 
Service of the Imposition 
of Ashes at 6:30. 

On the remaining Wednes-
days of Lent: Feb. 24, 
March 24, 3, 10, 17 &24, 
we will gather for soup, 
bread and conversation.  

Lenten Schedule for 2010 Sign up for  Lenten 

Supper cooking and 

clean up duties.  Sign 

up sheet is posted in 

the Undercroft. 
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Episcopal Relief and Development:                  EDUSC Haiti 
ERD           1115 Marion Street 

PO Box 7058          Columbia, SC 29201 

Merrifield Va. 22116-7058                                    Mark Checks:  Bread and Water RescueñCange, Haiti 

MARKED òHaiti Fundó 

Parish House  
Concert 
Series 

Danny Schmidt  2/12 
Matt Ranck  3/12 

David Childers 4/17  
Angela Easterling  5/ 15 
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The earthquakes in Haiti 

resulted in over 150,000 

deaths and 2,000,000 

homeless. (Associated Press)  


